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Sally Cregan

It has been my privilege once again 
to work with this amazing theatre 
company. I am enormously proud 
to be part of such an ambitious and 
forward thinking group, who wish to 
challenge and test themselves with 
modern and creative productions. 
Wind in the Willows has certainly 
been the most challenging show that 
I have directed and has tested me 
to my limits, and at times beyond!! 
I have been incredibly fortunate to 
work alongside a number of special 
people who have brought this show 
to life. Sarah Pottinger, our young and 
talented choreographer and Ian Crew 
our experienced and witty  Musical 
Director have worked incredibly hard 
in a short time to create amazing 
results.. There has been a  whole 
gang of people who have supported 
and laboured over each element of 
the show, it has been a massive team 
effort and I wish to send each of them 
my thanks and gratitude. The best part 
is, of course, I now get to watch every 
show! 

Chairperson

Shaun Bonetta

It was a bit of a coup securing the 
licence to this wonderful family 
musical so soon after it had finished 
its run at The London Palladium. In 
the few short months since rehearsals 
began the show has been brought 
to life and you can now share Sally’s 
vision in all its glory.  It’s not been easy 
of course; no show worth its salt is. 
Managing a cast of around 50 people 
on stage is quite an achievement and 
the songs, which are sensational, had 
to be learned from scratch as they are 
new and none of us had heard them 
before rehearsals began. On top of 
everything that goes with putting on a 
production of this size we suffered a 
burglary at our storage facility losing 
£3,500 worth of our staging truss. It 
is testament to this Theatre Company 
and all its members that the show still 
goes on.



The journey to bring our Wind in the 
Willows to the stage began in October 
2016. I was invited to Plymouth 
Theatre Royal to see a preview of the 
brand new Stiles and Drewe show The 
Wind in the Willows. They’d teamed 
up with their now regular collaborator 
Julian Fellowes of Downton Abbey 
fame, and were premièring the very 
first opening of the show in Plymouth.

Stiles and Drewe are a pair of 
incredible musical theatre writers. 
They studied Zoology at Exeter 
University together where they 
were involved with several student 
productions at the on-campus at the 
Exeter Northcott theatre. They worked 
together so well that they decided to 
give it a go working on some original 
material after graduation. Legend has 
it that after a fated visit to Plymouth 
Theatre Royal to see a production of 
Sondheim’s masterpiece Sweeney 
Todd in The Drum, their writing 
relationship struck up, and the rest, 
as they say, is history. How right 
then, that Wind in the Willows would 
preview in the South West’s première 
independent theatre where they saw 
Sweeney Todd together all those years 
ago.

Their first major production Just 
So caught the eye of Cameron 
Mackintosh who at the time was 
coming out the other side of 
producing mega-hits Les Misérables, 
Phantom of the Opera and Miss 
Saigon. Cameron took the young men 
under his wing giving them an income 
to explore their craft and put on their 
work. They went on to have several 

collaborations on major 
productions with 

Cameron. Most 
recently, writing 

additional music 
and lyrics for 
the West End 
production of 
Mary Poppins 

which Fellowes wrote the book for, 
the entirely original musical Betty 
Blue eyes, a wonderful show but sadly 
not well-received, and new additional 
music and lyrics for Mackintosh’s new 
production of Half A Sixpence; the 
very show that inspired him to work in 
theatre in the first place.

So Beth Hibbert (Mole) and I keenly 
agreed to journey to Plymouth to the 
preview of this latest piece by a pair of 
writers I admired so much. And what 
a preview. Vibrant, funny, charming 
and so very British. It encapsulates 
everything that Stiles and Drewe 
are renowned for, and their love 
and academic understanding of 
animals. We loved the show and 
came away saying it would be 
perfect for the Honiton Community 
Theatre Company’s summer show 
performance slot.

I wrote straight to Stiles and Drewes’ 
agent requesting early rights release 
but they explained that the show was 
touring up North and to Southampton 
before a slated West End opening. 
That opening was announced soon 
after the preview was well received. 
The show was to open at the London 
Palladium for a limited run over 
the summer of 2017. A family show 
playing at the most famous theatre 
in London. Following this news, their 
agent kindly put me on their release 
list and sure enough, as soon as the 
rights were released I was notified. 
We’d decided to perform Annie in 
summer 2017 so when the email came 
in later 2017 that these rights were 
available, we jumped at the chance. 
It’s extremely unusual for the rights to 
a west end musical to be released this 
early for amateur performance. You 
can normally expect to wait at least a 
year. And better still, a cinema release 
for the west end cast was announced, 
so our whole company could watch 
the show as recorded at the London 
Palladium.

With rights confirmed, in December 
planning quickly began for our own 
production. Sally and I planned to co-
direct subject to my professional work 
commitments - little did we realise 
this would become a reality quite 
so soon and come mid-December 
I was offered a place on the King’s 
Head Resident Directors’ scheme 
which would mean I’d be moving to 
London in March. Speed was of the 
essence and throughout January and 
February many a planning Meeting 
was had over a glass (or two) of wine. 
A particularly special moment for me 
was the first time we sat down and 
watched the show with Sally’s husband 
Rich (playing in the band tonight) 
and her two girls Poppy and Immy 
(spot them on stage) as they happily 
squealed and laughed their way 
through the filmed London Palladium 
production - we knew we had a family 
hit on our hands.

We brought on board key members of 
the production team: Musical Director, 
Choreographer, Producer, Costume 
Designer etc. who were all excited at 
the prospect of producing a brand 
new show, possibly a South West 
Amateur première.

More production meetings followed. 
Nothing could stop us, not even 
the snow (both times it came!!) We 
trudged across Honiton with a suitcase 
containing the to-scale set model to 
be greeted with a hot chocolate and 
snowball as we showed Sally the initial 
design concept for the show.

A few snow days later, I moved to 
London and Sally began workshops 
with the cast. We brought in an 
external facilitator, the lovely 
Marie from Theatre Kidz who led 
practical workshops on physicality 
of performing on stage as animals 
for our prospective cast members 
and auditions were held for the 
production. Having travelled home 

Bringing the riverBank

to the Beehive

for the auditions, I was shocked to 
discover that we had one of our 
largest audition cohorts ever; nearly 
50 people wanted to be in the show, 
and you can see each and every 
one of them on stage tonight. It is 
a testament to the inclusive and 
welcoming nature of HCTC that 
reflects our community in Honiton on 
stage.

Weeks of note-bashing, blocking 
scenes, re-blocking scenes, 
choreographing numbers, polishing, 
line-learning, harmonies, run-throughs 
followed the auditions with the whole 
cast mucking in and giving it their all. 
What you see on stage is only part 
of that work. Our cast and dedicated 
behind the scenes team have been 
leafleting every Saturday in the town 
centre, putting up posters, sharing 
social media, building and painting 
sets, sourcing props, sewing costumes, 
knitting scarves, plotting technical 
elements... the list goes on!

We performed Annie for 3 shows last 
year and sold out, so we hoped to do 
the same with our 5-Show run this 
summer. This has involved a stellar 
effort from our new Marketing Officer 
Charlie Craig on top of learning the 
lead role of Badger for the show, and 
if you look around and at the packed 
seats in the auditorium, I think you’ll 
agree he’s done an excellent job.

There are so many people to thank in 
a production of this scale, too many 
to name without missing someone, 
but something that always makes me 
proud is the way our HCTC extended 
family pulls together in the final weeks 
of rehearsals to bring that extra 
sparkle to the show. I hope you feel 
that magic on stage tonight.

By Alex Jackson

Associate Director



shaun Bonetta

Toad

“Okay, so being cast as a toad is 
probably not the most glamorous of 
opportunities but as he is a loud, brash, 
arrogant soul he has been great fun 
to play. I thank Sally and Ian for their 
forgiving patience!”

Shaun has been a member of HCTC 
for many years now and has grown on 
stage from a small cameo role in his 
first pantomime to regularly leading 
the cast as a principal character and 
is also Chairperson of the company. 
His on stage roles in recent years have 
been as President Roosevelt Annie; 
and Abanaza in Aladdin.  Shaun also 
directed Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs in 2018 which adds another 
string to his bow.

Beth hiBBert

Mole

Beth is thrilled to be taking part in 
this year’s summer musical The Wind 
in the Willows. Having seen the out of 
town try-out at Plymouth in Autumn 
2016, she’s been in love with the music 
ever since. Previous theatre on stage 
includes: Grace in Annie; A Night at the 
Musicals; Fairy Peaceful in Sleeping 
Beauty; Jack in Jack and the Beanstalk; 
Scaramouche in We Will Rock You; 
Marsaina in Ali Baba; Lady Anne in 
Richard III; Robin Hood in Babes in the 
Wood; Olivia in Antony and Cleopatra; 
Cosette in Les Misérables; Sir Lancelot 
in King Arthur; The Frog Prince in 
Cinderella. As part of Stage By Stage 
in Exeter, Beth performed in Beauty 
and the Beast and Les Misérables at 
the Exeter Northcott Theatre and at 
the Edinburgh Fringe Festival in She 
Loves Me. Directing credits include: 
Peter Pan by Brad Fitt; Aladdin by Jack 
Northcott. Beth is looking forward to 
directing next year’s sparkling family 
pantomime at The Beehive; Cinderella.

ryan hutter

Ratty

Ryan has just left Honiton Community 
College and is looking forward to his 
next two years studying at Richard 
Huish college in Taunton. Whilst at 
Honiton College he has performed 
many times in school productions 
including Les Misérables and last year’s 
show The Sound of Music. With HCTC 
he has performed in every production 
since 2013 and most notably appeared 
in last year’s production of Annie 
playing Drake the butler. Having heard 
the music for The Wind in the Willows 
he was eager to be involved in this 
show.  Playing Ratty is very exciting for 
him as it is his first principle role with 
the company.

Charlie Craig

Badger

Charlie is so pleased to be playing 
the role of Badger in The Wind in the 
Willows, although secretly he thinks 
he was cast in the role because of 
being an old grumpy bloke with white 
flecks in his beard!  Charlie has been 
in numerous productions over the 
last four years in Honiton and has 
appeared at The Northcott Theatre 
in Exeter in Exeter Musical Society’s 
recent production of Oliver!. Last 
year Charlie played his ultimate role 
of Oliver Warbucks in Annie to sell 
out Beehive audiences. Charlie has 
also represented HCTC by singing at 
Sidmouth Town Band’s Last Night of the 
Proms concert. Charlie got involved in 
HCTC due to his daughter Lauren and 
since joining has thoroughly enjoyed 
being on stage alongside her in several 
shows. Charlie is a little sad that this is 
likely to be their last show together as 
Lauren moves away but it does mean 
he won’t embarrass her any longer! Sit 
back and enjoy the show.

anita tipping

Mrs Otter

Anita has been involved in amateur 
theatre groups locally for the past 
fifteen years including the New 
Ottergians, Exeter Musical Society, 
Sidmouth Musical Theatre and 
Whoops Productions to name but a 
few. She joined HCTC three years ago 
for their production of Urinetown and 
has since appeared in two of their 
pantomimes, most recently as The 
Mirror in Snow White and the Seven 
Dwarfs. She also appeared in their 
2017 staged concert A Night at the 
Musicals. She enjoys performing at The 
Beehive and her debut here was in a 
comedy musical in 2014, called Voyage 
of the Viqueens. Anita is so delighted 
to be playing Mrs Otter in The Wind in 
the Willows that she couldn’t wait to get 
her paws on the script!

tina paveley

Chief Weasel

Tina is thrilled to be involved in this 
new production of The Wind in The 
Willows, having seen its première in 
Plymouth and subsequently attending 
a champagne reception with the 
composer, lyricist and writer when 
it opened in London (friends in high 
places!).  Having rejoined HCTC 3 
years ago after a significant period of 
‘resting’ she has relished in playing 
the roles of a psychotic cop Officer 
Lockstock in Urinetown, the drunken 
Miss Hannigan in Annie and now 
the archetypal baddie Chief Weasel. 
She looks forward to many years of 
‘against type’ casting with the company 
in the future! Tina also regularly plays 
in the band for various local amateur 
theatre groups and enjoys frequent 
trips to London to see the latest 
musical theatre hits.

prinCipal Cast



kiera Bonetta

Portia

Jake Bonetta

Magistrate

traCey Bonetta

Mrs. Hedgehog

anDrew pottinger

Mr. Hedgehog

FOxES
Amy Bodfish, Catherine Clapp, Cerys Phillips, Jo Harvey-Ingram, 

Louisa Jones, Sophia Rose, Dan Harvey-Ingram

STOATS
Lauren Anderson, Judith Izzard, Isobel Boland-Davis,

Sarah Pottinger, Ed Crew, Piper Leisk, Millie Blackmore

WEASELS
Esme Nally, Lauren Craig, Kayley Docherty, Tina Paveley,

Alexie Kyriacou, Abby Norris, Amelia Kyriacou, Lewis Bonetta

RABBITS
Willow Ryerson, Gio Reed, Michael O’Toole, Ruth Hepburn,

Ruth Hayhoe, Jaron Bonetta, Matt Harvey-Ingram,
Heather Woodbridge

FIELD MICE
Tyler Bonetta, Amelia Hibbert, Lou Pottinger, Amelia Kyriacou, Kirstie Dowle
Milicent Morgan-Holloway, Katie Haywood, Imogen Cregan, Daisy Haywood

Company



prinCipal Cast

Toad   SHAUN BONETTA
Rat   RYAN HUTTER
Mole   BETH HIBBERT
Badger   CHARLIE CRAIG
Mrs. Otter  ANITA TIPPING
Chief Weasel  TINA PAVELEY

supporting Cast

Portia   KIERA BONETTA
Lesser Weasel  LEWIS BONETTA
Sheryl Stoat  SARAH POTTINGER
Stella Stoat  MILLIE BLACKMORE
Chief Fox/Magistrate JAKE BONETTA
Lesser Fox  DAN HARVEY-INGRAM
Horse   LOU POTTINGER
Gaoler’s Daughter KAYLEY DOCHERTY
Car Driver  ANTONY BUDD
Barge Woman  RUTH HEPBURN
Rabbit Butler  JARON BONETTA
Mrs. Hedgehog  TRACEY BONETTA
Mr. Hedgehog  ANDREW POTTINGER
Little Hedgehogs  JESS DOWNS
   POPPY CREGAN
Engine Driver  ED CREW

Company

Field Mice  MILICENT MORGAN-HOLLOWAY
   AMELIA KYRIACOU
   DAISY HAYWOOD
   IMOGEN CREGAN
   TYLER BONETTA
   KIRSTIE DOWLE
   AMELIA HIBBERT
   KATIE HAYWOOD
   LOU POTTINGER

Dancers   LAUREN CRAIG
   KAYLEY DOCHERTY
   ALExIE KYRIACOU
   AMELIA KYRIACOU
   ESME NALLY
   ABBY NORRIS

Foxes   AMY BODFISH
   CATHERINE CLAPP
   LOUISE CLOUTER
   JO HARVEY-INGRAM
   LOUISA JONES
   CERYS PHILLIPS
   SOPHIA ROSE

Stoats   LAUREN ANDERSON
   ISOBEL BOLAND-DAVIS
   ED CREW
   PIPER LEISK
   JUDITH IZZARD
   ANDREW POTTINGER

Swallows  LAUREN CRAIG
   KATIE HAYWOOD
   AMELIA HIBBERT

Rabbit Footmen  LUCY GRIMSHAW
   MATT HARVEY-INGRAM
   RUTH HAYHOE
   WILLOW RYERSON
   HEATHER WOODBRIDGE

Rabbit Under Butlers MICHAEL O’TOOLE
   GIO REED

Pheasant  ANTHONY BUDD

Creative team

Director  SALLY CREGAN
Musical Director IAN CREW
Choreographer SARAH POTTINGER
Producer LAUREN CRAIG
Associate Director  ALEx JACKSON

speCial thanks

COMBE ESTATE FOR STORAGE
TIM BUCKNALL FOR HIS AUSTIN 7
THE BEEHIVE STAFF & VOLUNTEERS 
AL FINDLAY & TEAM

BehinD the sCenes

Stage Manager ALEx JACKSON

Deputy Stage Manager KAREN NEWTON

Set Design ALEx JACKSON
  BETH HIBBERT

Set Construction NOEL BONETTA
  TRACEY BONETTA
  BETH HIBBERT
  KARL HIBBERT
  ANDREW POTTINGER
  BARBARA SIMMONDS

Costume Design KATIE HAYWOOD

Costumes JAN CRAIG
  RUTH HEPBURN
  ROSEMARY BINMORE
  KAREN WILSON
  HEATHER WOODBRIDGE
  BARBARA SIMMONDS
  TRACEY BONETTA
  BETH HIBBERT
  JO HARVEY-INGRAM

Make up SAMANTHA MADDOx

Sound Design MARTIN POTTS
  GLENN MORGAN

Sound Technician      LUKE HARVEY-INGRAM

Lighting  PETE ROSE
  ANDY ROSE 

Props  BARBARA SIMMONDS
  LAUREN CRAIG

Chaperones      JO HUTTER
  CLAIRE BONETTA
  GEORGIA KYRIACOU
  KAREN WILSON
  JAN CRAIG
  BARBARA SIMMONDS
  KATHRYN HAYHOE
  CLAIRE BLACKMORE
  ROSEMARY BINMORE
  JENNY ALLEN
  MALLY PICKERELL

Front of House Manager JO HUTTER

Ushers  JEAN BELL
  VICTORIA BELL
  TRUDI CRAIG
  JANET COSTA-BRENNAN
  PARENT HELPERS
  BEEHIVE VOLUNTEERS

Graphic Design ALEx JACKSON CREATIVE*

Photography LEWIS LAW

Rehearsal Prompt ANN REED

*Visit www.alexjacksoncreative.co.uk for more info.

BanD

JEN CAMPBELL  Flute
   Clarinet
   Tenor Sax 

RICH CREGAN   Trumpet
   Piccolo Trumpet
   Flugelhorn
 
DEAN MORGAN  Percussion

IAN CREW  Keyboard

FRAZER MORGAN Guitars

GILL CREW  Violin
   Viola

ISABELLE WOOLLCOTT Cello

Book by

JULIAN FELLOWES
Music by

GEORGE STILES
Lyrics by

ANTHONY DREWE

Based on the book by Kenneth Grahame, Original Production Produced by Jamie Hendry

The Wind in the Willows is presented through special arrangement with and all authorised 
performance materials are supplied by Theatrical Rights Worldwide (TRW), 122-124 

Regent Street, 3rd floor, London W1B 5SA. www.theatricalrights.co.uk



sally Cregan

Director

Sally is a classically trained singer 
originally from Birmingham. Having 
been involved in amateur and 
professional productions for most 
of her life, Sally moved to Honiton 
with her husband Rich and children 
Penelope and Imogen, joining HCTC 
in 2013. Credits as Director include: 
Private Peaceful; A Night at the Musicals; 
Annie; and she is delighted to be 
Directing the local première of The 
Wind in the Willows this summer. On 
stage credits include: Queen Caligula 
in Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs; 
Penelope Pennywise in Urinetown; 
Andrew Aguecheek in Twelfth Night; 
Michelle Mermaid in Peter Pan; The 
White Witch in The Lion, The Witch and 
The Wardrobe; Fairy Starlight in Jack 
and the Beanstalk; Avarice in Ali Baba, 
2013. Sally has also represented HCTC 
by singing at Sidmouth Town Band’s 
Last Night of the Proms concert.

Creative team

sarah pottinger

Choreographer

Sarah is thrilled to be choreographing 
this brand new musical for HCTC. 
It’s a family affair for Sarah as her 
parents Lou and Andrew Pottinger 
are both performing in the show 
alongside her. As well as HCTC, 
Sarah has been involved in various 
amateur theatre groups over the 
years including Axminster Musical 
Theatre, Lyme Regis Musical Theatre. 
Previous choreography credits 
include: Jack and the Beanstalk (City 
of Light Theatre); A Night at the 
Musicals; Aladdin. On stage roles 
include; Blackwing, Snow White and 
the Seven Dwarfs; Ensemble, Sister Act 
(Lyme Regis Musical Theatre); Private 
Peaceful; Tommy in Sleeping Beauty; 
Ensemble in Guys and Dolls (Axminster 
Musical Theatre), Ensemble in Kiss Me 
Kate (Axminster Musical Theatre).

ian Crew

Musical Director

Born in Birmingham in 1969, Ian 
began piano lessons at an early 
age, and subsequently took up the 
bassoon, and later the saxophone, 
flute, recorder, trumpet, trombone, 
tuba, ukulele and Appalachian 
dulcimer. He started composing when 
at secondary school and produced 
several play scores and an orchestral 
piece before going on to university. At 
the Royal Northern College of Music in 
Manchester he studied Composition 
under Anthony Gilbert, and was 
commissioned to write a chamber 
work for Granada Television before 
further study for his PGCE at Reading. 
After working as a teacher in a large 
comprehensive school in Hampshire 
for several years, he took up freelance 
work as a composer and educator, 
and was Composer-in-Residence for 
several projects in the southeast. 
Upon moving to Devon, he taught 
in a variety of schools, either as a 
classroom teacher or project leader. 
He now spends his working life as a 
freelance musician and composer. As 
an MD and accompanist, he is lucky 
enough to work with a wide variety of 
amateur theatre groups, choirs and 
stage schools, and as a composer 
is currently working on songs and 
incidental music for a stage adaptation 
of Lewis Carroll’s ‘Alice’ books to be 
performed in Exmouth later this year. 
Ian would like to thank Sally, Sarah 
and all the cast for their splendid work 
in bringing this particularly challenging 
show to life.

lauren Craig

Producer

Lauren has just completed two year’s 
training in Performing Arts at Exeter 
College and has experience of both on 
and off stage roles although this is her 
debut at the role of Producer.

“Taking on the role of producer for the 
first time has been a challenge for me. I 
have up until recently only ever known 
the on stage roles but some mad part of 
me thought it would be a good idea to 
put my name forward. Little did I know 
the amount of work actually involved in 
the often unseen side of putting a show 
together I can say I have thoroughly 
enjoyed it. It has at times been stressful 
and hard work but this has resulted in 
reward and pleasure seeing all of the 
cast members flourish in the roles that 
they have been given. They have all put 
so much work into it and I can’t wait to 
see all of them back involved in the next 
shows.”

alex JaCkson

Associate Director

Alex and Sally originally planned to 
Co-Direct The Wind in the Willows 
after a year of hard work obtaining 
the rights to the show. In December 
2017 Alex was offered a place on the 
King’s Head Theatre Trainee Resident 
Directors’ scheme and moved to 
London in March 2018 to join the 
scheme. Now based in London, Alex’s 
first show as Assistant Director at the 
King’s Head is the European première 
of For Reasons That Remain Unclear by 
Boys in the Band writer Mart Crowley 
and opened on 27 July 2018. He is 
also Artistic Director of City of Light 
Theatre, a company with roots planted 
firmly in the South West’s fertile soil. 
Previous Credits as Director include: 
Henry: A Killer New Musical Workshop 
(The Albany, Deptford); Michael 
Morpurgo’s Out of the Ashes (The Bike 
Shed Theatre & South West Tour); Jack 
and the Beanstalk (South West Tour). 
As Associate Director: Monmouth: 
The Westcountry Rebellion (Burnt 
Out Theatre); As Assistant Director: 
The Monstrum (Marine Theatre). 
Community Theatre includes: The 
Wind in the Willows; Annie; A Night at 
the Musicals; Urinetown; Twelfth Night; 
The Lion, The Witch and The Wardrobe; 
Sleeping Beauty; Jack and the Beanstalk.

@alexjacksondir



sCenes

ACT I

SCENE 1 THE RIVERBANK

SCENE 2 THE RIVER

SCENE 3 OUTSIDE TOAD HALL

SCENE 4 THE OPEN ROAD

SCENE 5 THE ROADSIDE & GARAGE

SCENE 6 THE EDGE OF THE WILD WOOD

SCENE 7 THE WILD WOOD

SCENE 8 BADGER’S HOUSE

SCENE 9 TOAD’S BEDROOM

SCENE 10 THE COURTROOM

ACT II

SCENE 1 TOAD HALL BALLROOM

SCENE 2 THE JAIL CELL

SCENE 3 MOLE’S HOUSE

SCENE 4 THE GREAT ESCAPE

SCENE 5 TOAD HALL

ACT I

SPRING      Company
MESSING ABOUT IN A BOAT   Ratty & Mole
SPEED IS OF THE ESSENCE   Mrs Otter, Ratty & Mole
ONE SWALLOW DOES NOT A SUMMER MAKE The Swallows
THE OPEN ROAD    Toad, Ratty & Mole
THE HEDGEHOGS’ NIGHTMARE  Hedgehogs
THE AMAZING MR TOAD   Toad & Company
WE’RE THE WILD WOODERS   The Wild Wooders
AUTUMN     The Field Mice
A FRIEND IS STILL A FRIEND   Badger, Ratty & Mole
TOAD’S ESCAPE    Toad
AS IF IN A DREAM    Toad, Magistrate & Company

ACT II

WE’RE TAKING OVER THE HALL   The Wild Wooders
TO BE A WOMAN    Toad & Gaoler’s Daughter
A PLACE TO COME BACK TO   Mole
THE WASSAILING MICE    The Field Mice
THE GREATEST GREAT ESCAPE   Toad, Train Driver, Magistrate, Foxes
HUSH!      Badger, Ratty, Mole, Toad, Mrs Otter
THE FIGHT     Company
FINALE      Company

musiCal numBers



synopsis

Find out what some of our new 
members thought about performing 
in The Wind in the Willows:

LOUISA JONES  Fox
“As soon as I joined I felt welcome 
and I feel like I’ve joined a family.”

JUDITH IZZARD  Stoat
 “It’s been really fun and everyone 
has been really friendly.”

RUTH HAYHOE  Rabbit
“Joining HCTC was a really good 
thing for me and I’ve made so many 
friends.”

AMY BODFISH  Fox
“It’s been an interesting experience 
and one I’m willing to do again.”

WILLOW RYERSON Rabbit
“It was really nice joining as I’ve 
always really enjoyed acting and 
dancing.  Everyone is really nice and 
I’ve made great friends.”

LAUREN ANDERSON Stoat
“Wind in the Willows has been 
entertaining. It’s been enjoyable 
meeting new people and very lively 
with the acting, singing and dancing. 
I would recommend it to others.”

With the arrival of spring and fine 
weather outside, Mole becomes 
bored with spring cleaning. She flees 
her underground home, emerging 
to take in the air and ends up by the 
river. Here she meets Rat who takes 
Mole for a trip in his rowing boat, and 
over a charming picnic, an enduring 
friendship is born. Mrs Otter gate-
crashes the picnic looking for her 
daughter Portia who has a habit of 
wandering off. Rat and Mrs Otter warn 
Mole about the inhabitants of the Wild 
Wood and tell her of wise but solitary 
Badger who lives there and of the 
extraordinary amphibian, Mr Toad.

As the Swallows return marking the 
beginning of summer, Mole and 
Rat visit Toad Hall at the request of 
Mr Toad. Having recently given up 
boating, Mr Toad’s current craze is his 
horse-drawn caravan. He persuades 
the reluctant Rat and willing Mole to 
join him on a trip. Having parked at 
the roadside for an overnight stop, a 
passing motor car scares the horse, 
causing the caravan to overturn into 
a ditch. Rather than be upset Mr Toad 
changes his obsession again and now 
focuses on the new-fangled motor-
car. In his new racer, he terrorises his 
neighbours.  

Determined to save Mr Toad from 
himself, Mole insists that she and Rat 
venture into the Wild Wood to call 
on the support of Badger. When Rat 
refuses, Mole ventures on the scary 
road alone. Pursued by the Chief 
Weasel and his Wild Wooders, Mole 
only escapes when Rat has a change 
of heart. Unfortunately falling leaves 
of autumn have covered the path to 
Badger’s house and the two are lost 
in the Wild Wood. When Mole injures 
herself on a sharp piece of metal, 
Rat realises they have accidentally 
stumbled on Badger’s doorstep. As 
Badger invites them in, Chief Weasel 
calls his gang of Wild Wooders and 
tells them of his plot to steal Toad Hall 
so they can live the good-life. Portia, 
still looking for food, is kidnapped by 
the gang.

Inside Badger’s house, Mole and Rat 
convince Badger to come to Mr Toad’s 
aid. Meanwhile Mr Toad has ordered 
a new car after yet another crash and 
set out to guard him in his bedroom 
until he learns some sense. Mrs Otter 

arrives and when she begs the friends 
to help her find Portia, Mole suggests 
she looks after Mr Toad whilst the 
Rat and Badger join the search. 
Feigning illness, Mr Toad escapes Toad 
Hall, and steals a beautiful new car. 
Ultimately, Mr Toad ends up in the 
dock being judged by a jury of stoats 
and weasels. He is, of course, sent 
down!

With Toad in prison, the Wild Wooders 
have taken over Toad Hall and are 
fattening up Portia, readying her for a 
feast to come. In prison, the Gaoler’s 
Daughter, helps Toad to escape 
disguised as a washerwoman. Walking 
through the Wood, Rat and Mole 
discuss the imprisonment of their 
friend when they come across Mole’s 
home. Homesick, having realised she 
hasn’t returned since the day she left 
her Spring cleaning, the friends have 
a humble feast when local choristers 
appear. Badger bursts in to let Rat and 
Mole know that Mr Toad is in trouble. 
They set off again to save him from 
himself.

Mr Toad is on the run. He boards a 
railway engine and, still disguised 
as a washerwoman, comes across a 
horse-drawn barge. The barge’s owner 
offers him a lift in exchange for Mr 
Toad’s services as a washerwoman. 
After botching the wash, the barge-
woman tosses him into the canal. 
Soaked, Mr Toad flags down a passing 
car, the very one he stole earlier. The 
car owner, not recognising Mr Toad, 
permits him to drive. Once behind the 
wheel, he is possessed by his former 
passion and drives furiously, leading to 
yet another crash.

Badger and friends tell Mr Toad that 
Toad Hall has been taken over by 
weasels and stoats and that Portia 
is imprisoned inside. After Mole 
convinces the guards that an attack 
on the Hall is imminent, Badger, Mrs 
Otter, Rat, Mole and Mr Toad enter via 
a secret tunnel and pounce upon the 
unsuspecting Wild Wooders who are 
holding a celebratory party and about 
to cook Portia. Having driven away 
the intruders, Mr Toad holds a party 
to mark his return, but can he really 
change?

Join us!
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Agatha Christie’s
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aBout us

THe GROuP

Honiton Community Theatre 
Company is a friendly group who 
perform a pantomime and other 
plays, musicals and variety shows 
throughout the year. We have a 
membership of around 70 people 
every year, all of whom are keen to 
help in all aspects of the productions.

OuR MeMBeRS

We have a wide age range of members 
and we’re always looking for new 
people to join us. Even if you only 
want to make the tea and some new 
friends!

OuR PRODuCTIOnS

Since becoming the HCTC (formerly 
Honiton Pantomime Society) we 
have diversified to perform musicals, 
plays and variety shows. We love to 
challenge ourselves and take on new 
things.

In THe COMMunITY

As well as our main Pantomime in 
Honiton each year and our other 
productions, we like to keep ourselves 
involved in the community, aiding 
many of the local charities and staging 
a few fun nights each year.

JOInInG In

If all of this sounds like your cup of 
tea, then why not get in touch? We’re 
always looking for new ways to have 
fun, and new people to do it with! The 
best way to get in contact with us is 
via our website: honitontheatre.co.uk/
contact-us or check out our social 
media channels.

OuR nexT PeRfORMAnCeS

We have two shows currently planned; 
Agatha Christie’s And Then There 
Were None, and our annual Honiton 
pantomime this year; Cinderella. 
Details of how to join up to take part 
and book tickets for both productions 
are on the following pages.

The National Operatic and Dramatic 
Association (NODA), founded in 1899, 
is the leading representative body 
for amateur theatre in the UK. The 
Association has a membership of 
approximately 2400 amateur theatre 
groups and over 2000 individual 
members staging musicals, operas, 
plays, concerts and pantomimes in a 
wide variety of venues ranging from 
the country’s leading professional 
theatres to village halls. Covering 
a broad spectrum of age ranges 
NODA member societies meet the 

needs of all levels of both 
performers, whether 

dramatic, dance 
or musical, and 

those involved 
backstage, 
front of house 
or in society 
administration.

BeInG A MeMBeR

Membership of NODA provides 
theatre groups and individuals with 
a wide range of benefits including 
access to NODA’s advice service at 
national and regional level, as well as 
representation to government, access 
to funding agencies, direct access to 
rights holders and the media as well 
as access to regional and national 
conferences, workshops and seminars 
to help share information on best 
practice.

To find out more visit
www.noda.co.uk

noDa

past proDuCtions

1985 Cinderella
1986 Aladdin
1987 Jack and the Beanstalk
1988 Dick Whittington
1989 Mother Goose
1990 Babes in the Wood
1991 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
1992 Robinson Crusoe
1993 Little Red Riding Hood
1994 Puss in Boots
1995 Ali Baba
1996 Cinderella
1997 Robin Hood
1998 Hickory Dickory Dock
1999 Jack and the Beanstalk
2000 Sleeping Beauty
2001 Aladdin
2002 Dick Whittington
2003 Jack & Jill
2004 Beauty and the Beast
2005 Old Mother Hubbard Goes West
2006 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
2007 Mother Goose
2008 Old Woman Who Lived in a Shoe
2009 Treasure Island
2010 Cinderella
 End of the Pier Show
2011 King Arthur
 End of the Pier Show
2012 Babes in the Wood
 End of the Pier Show
2013 Ali Baba
 End of the Pier Show
2014 Jack and the Beanstalk
 End of the Pier Show
2015 Sleeping Beauty
 The Lion, The Witch and the Wardrobe
 Over the Sledge
2016 Peter Pan
 Twelfth Night
 Urinetown
 Private Peaceful
2017 Aladdin
 A Night at the Musicals
 Annie
2018 Snow White and the Seven Dwarfs
 The Wind in the Willows
 And Then There Were None
2019 Cinderella
 Summer Show TBA
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Director | BETH HIBBERT Choreographer | ALEXIE KYRIACOU
Musical Director | IAN CREW Assistant Directors | AMELIA KYRIACOU & RYAN HUTTER

Cinderella
The Sparkling Family Pantomime
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